
MEMORANDUM 

 

 

To:  Town Board Members 

From: Robert B. Koegel 

Date: January 13, 2026 

Regarding: Joint Hearing to Annex Pittsford Land 
To East Rochester 

For Meeting On: January 15, 2026 

 

 At your meeting held on December 23, 2025, you set a joint public hearing with the 

Town/Village of East Rochester to consider the proposed annexation of five parcels of land 

totaling 2.3 acres and owned by Northside Salvage, a motor vehicle salvage operation on 

Linden Avenue, from Pittsford to East Rochester. 

 The stated purposes of the proposed annexation are to facilitate Northside’s 

redevelopment of its properties, including the expansion of its operations into East Rochester, 

and to help rationalize the border between the two municipalities. 

 Attached to this memo is an agenda for the joint hearing to be held on January 15, 2026, 

along with a color aerial photograph of the proposed annexation parcels and surrounding land. 

At the time of your last meeting, a complete copy of the petition to initiate the annexation 

process was attached to your agenda, along with a cover letter from Northside Salvage’s 

counsel.  Those documents are attached again. I am also attaching a memo from me to you 

commenting on the proposed annexation.  

 As noted in my prior hearing memo to you dated December 18, 2025, within ninety days 

after the hearing is closed, the governing board of each municipality independently must adopt a 

resolution and order approving or disapproving the annexation based on findings as to whether 

or not it is in the “over-all public interest,” taking into consideration its effect on the territory to be 

annexed, both municipalities, and any school, fire, sewer or other special district involved. If one 

of the governing boards determines that it is not in the over-all public interest to approve the 

proposed annexation, the governing board of the other affected local government may apply to 

the Appellate Division of the Supreme Court for a determination of the issue of whether the 

proposed annexation is in the over-all public interest. 

 

   

 

  



                                                                                                        

 

AGENDA - ANNEXATION PUBLIC HEARING  
January 15, 2026 —6:00 P.M.  

Joint Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Pittsford and the Board of Trustees of 
the Town/Village of East Rochester at 
Town/Village of East Rochester Hall,   

317 Main Street,  
East Rochester, NY 14445 

1. Pledge to the Flag 

2. Call the Boards to Order — Mayor Alfieri and Supervisor Smith 

3. Mayor Alfieri — Opening of the Public Hearing 

a) Presentation of evidence and/or testimony regarding the annexation petition by 

petitioners Northside Salvage Yard Inc., and Northsal Holdings LLC 

b) Statement by Mayor Alfieri 

c) Statement by Supervisor Smith 

d) Questions and answers from Board members 

e) Public Input/Comments 

 

4. Mayor Alfieri — closing remarks and general summary of how the annexation will move 

forward 



 



MEMORANDUM 

 

 

To:  Town Board 

From: Robert B. Koegel 

Date: January 13, 2026 

Regarding: Northside Petition to Annex Linden Ave. property 
from Pittsford to East Rochester – RBK comments 

For Meeting On: January 15, 2026 

 

Background 

 Northside Salvage owns and operates an outdoor automobile junk yard and salvage 

parts facility on various parcels at or near 954 Linden Avenue in Pittsford. At the time this 

business started many years ago, it was allowed under the Pittsford Town zoning code.  Later, 

the Pittsford zoning code was amended to prohibit an outdoor automobile junk yard or salvage 

parts facility anywhere in town.  That zoning change meant that while Northside could continue 

operating its facility as a pre-existing non-conforming use under the Pittsford zoning code, it 

could not expand its operation in Pittsford. 

 Recently, Northside took control of a 10.7 acre parcel at 962 Linden Avenue in East 

Rochester adjoining the Pittsford junk yard to the north.  Hoping to expand its business into East 

Rochester, Northside approached East Rochester about the possibility of having some of its 

Pittsford junk yard parcels annexed from Pittsford to East Rochester.  East Rochester then 

contacted Pittsford about the proposed annexation, for the stated purposes of accommodating 

Northside’s desire to expand its operations by reducing regulatory review from two 

municipalities to one and to smooth out the town jagged boundary lines along the northeast 

Linden Avenue corridor. 

 Northside has developed concept plans of its proposed expansion, but it has not 

finalized those plans or submitted them to East Rochester or any other regulatory agency for 

review or approval.  Pittsford officials have inspected the site twice with Northside’s owners and 

consultant.  In response to Pittsford’s questions about future planned operations, Northside 

representatives have said that with expanded operation, there would no longer be outdoor 

storage of stacked vehicles visible from the street as there is now and significant vegetative 

screening would be installed and maintained along Linden Avenue in front of the business. 

 Northeast filed its petition with Pittsford and East Rochester to annex five Linden Avenue 

parcels totaling 2.3 acres from Pittsford to East Rochester.   The statutorily-mandated joint 

public hearing before Pittsford and East Rochester is now before us. 

 One other related matter should be addressed here.  Northside owns and operates a 

warehouse building at 860 Linden Avenue in connection with its salvage operations.  The indoor 

operations of that warehouse are an allowable use under Pittsford’s zoning code.  However, 



Northside has been storing outside hundreds of vehicles at this warehouse location.  That 

outdoor storage there is not permitted.  Northside has represented that with the expansion of 

the junk yard  into the 962 Linden Avenue parcel, all of the outdoor vehicles and parts at the 

warehouse parcel will be moved to the 962 Linden Avenue parcel in East Rochester, and there 

will be no future outdoor storage at the warehouse parcel. 

Comments 

 Should the Pittsford Town Board determine that it will approve the requested annexation, 

I suggest that it do so based on the following conditions: 

 1.  All vehicles and vehicle parts stored outside at the 860 Linden Avenue premises shall 

be removed from those premises within a reasonable time from the commencement of 

expanded operations at or near the 962 Linden Avenue parcel, and thereafter, no vehicles or 

vehicle parts shall be stored outside at the 860 Linden Avenue premises. 

 2.  Within a reasonable time from the commencement of expanded operations at or near 

the 962 Linden Avenue parcel, there shall be no stacking of vehicles at that location visible from 

the street. 

 3.  Vegetative screening will be installed and maintained along Linden Avenue in front of  

the expanded outdoor automobile junk yard and salvage parts facility. 

 4.  Northside shall comply with General Municipal Law § 136.  This state law supplies 

minimum operational standards for all automobile junk yards within New York.  If a locality 

adopts a local law regulating junk yards within its jurisdiction, then that local law controls 

operations instead of the state law, except for specific provisions of §136(14) that apply whether 

or not the locality adopts a local law.  Blesi v. Andruzzi, 173 AD2d 584 (2d Dept. 1991). For 

example, East Rochester would need to evaluate plans submitted to assure it complies with the 

requirement of § 136(14) to keep junk yard and salvage operations farther than five hundred 

feet from “a church, school, hospital, public building or place of public assembly.” See Land Tech 

Adjacent Use Map attached herewith. 

 5.  The process of annexation of territory from one municipality to another is an act 

subject to SEQRA.  Pittsford consents to East Rochester acting as lead agency for the 

coordinated SEQRA review with Pittsford for the proposed annexation, and requests East 

Rochester to prepare and circulate a short EAF for this unlisted action.  Where, as here, “the 

annexation proposal lacks a specific project plan that has been officially submitted or a  

rezoning proposal that changes the use for which the property may be utilized, the EAF will 

necessarily be limited to the annexation itself and its effects.”    Matter of City Council of the City 

of Watervliet v. Town Bd. of the Town of Colonie, 3 NY3d 508, 520 (2004).  A second SEQRA 

review will be required if and when a specific junk yard expansion project is proposed and East 

Rochester addresses any such specific project by a zoning change and/or the adoption of a 

local law regulating the business of the project.  

 6.  My review of the East Rochester Town/Village Code reveals that junkyards are 

prohibited everywhere within the territorial limits of East Rochester, except in accordance with 

its zoning code.  East Rochester Town/Village Code § 114-1.  I have not found any East 

Rochester zoning provision that allows junkyards.  The currently-existing zoning provision that 

might be modified to accommodate the establishment of a junkyard is Town/Village Code § 193-



54,  entitled “PD Planned Development District,” which includes among its purposes the 

“environmentally sound use of the remaining undeveloped land areas within the Town/Village” 

and such objectives as to “Provide open space … Preserve trees … [and] Provide a 

development pattern in harmony with the objectives of the Town/Village Comprehensive Plan.” 

Page 40 of the East Rochester Town/Village Comprehensive Plan adopted in February 2025 

identifies the “Future Land Use” of the 10.7-acre parcel at 962 Linden Avenue as 

“Neighborhood.”  Before approving the proposed annexation, the Pittsford Town Board might 

want to review East Rochester’s draft local law authorizing Northside’s junk yard expansion 

project to ensure that it will be designed and regulated as Northside has described it. 
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