
AGENDA 
TOWN OF PITTSFORD 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
SEPTEMBER 16, 2024 

 
This agenda is subject to change. 

 
Please take notice that the Town of Pittsford Zoning Board of Appeals will hold the following meeting on 
Monday, September 16, 2024, in the Lower-Level Meeting Room of Pittsford Town Hall, 11 S. Main 
Street, and beginning at 6:30PM local time.  
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
NEW HEARINGS  
 
412 Thornell Road, Tax ID 178.15-2-31 – Applicant is requesting relief from Town Code Section 185-
17 I. for the construction of an addition within the rear buffer. This property is zoned Residential 
Neighborhood (RN). 
 
20 Stoney Clover Lane, Tax ID 163.02-1-42 – Applicant is requesting relief from Town Code Section 
185-113 B. (3) for the construction of shed forward of the rear wall of the main structure. This property 
is zoned Residential Neighborhood (RN). 
 
3785 East Avenue, Tax ID 138.18-2-13 – Applicant is requesting relief from Town Code Section 185-
17 I. for the construction of an addition within the rear buffer. This property is zoned Residential 
Neighborhood (RN). 
 
35 Old Forge Lane, Tax ID 193.13-1-25 – Applicant is requesting relief from Town Code Sections 185-
113 B. (1) and 185-17 I. for the construction of an oversized shed within the rear buffer. This property is 
zoned Residential Neighborhood (RN). 
 
94 N Wilmarth Road, Tax ID 191.02-1-3.1 – Applicant is requesting relief from Town Code Sections 
185-113 B. (1) and (3) and 185-116 C. (4) for the addition to an oversized and over height accessory 
structure not meeting the minimum setbacks for the stabling of horses. This property is zoned 
Residential Neighborhood (RN). 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
The next scheduled meeting is for Monday, October 21, 2024. 



Zoning Board of Appeals 
Referral Form Information

ZB24-000028

Property Address:
412 Thornell Road  PITTSFORD, NY 14534
178.12-2-31

Property Owner:
Pierce, Joseph A
412 Thornell Rd
Pittsford, NY 14534

Present Zoning of Property: RN Residential Neighborhood
Area Variance - Residential and Non-Profit

Town Code Requirement is:  Proposed Conditions: Resulting in the Following Variance:
Right Lot Line: 0 Right Lot Line: 0 Right Lot Line: 0.0
Left Lot Line: 0 Left Lot Line: 0 Left Lot Line: 0.0
Front Setback: 0 Front Setback: 0 Front Setback: 0.0
Rear Setback: 20 Rear Setback: 15 Rear Setback: 5.0
Height: 0 Height: 0 Height: 0.0
Size: 0 Size: 0 Size: 0.0
 
Code Section: Applicant is requesting relief from Town Code Section 185-17 I. for the construction of an addition within
the rear buffer. This property is zoned Residential Neighborhood (RN).

Staff Notes: The applicant is requesting this variance for the addition of an attached in-law suite within the rear buffer. The
in-law suite has been reviewed and does meet the requirements to be considered a single-family dwelling unit. The
proposed back porch meets current zoning regulations and is not part of this application.
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Zoning Board of Appeals 
Referral Form Information

ZB24-000029

Property Address:
20 Stoney Clover Lane  PITTSFORD, NY 14534
163.02-1-42

Property Owner:
Haggerty, Richard J
20 Stoney Clover Ln
Pittsford, NY 14534

Present Zoning of Property: RN Residential Neighborhood
Area Variance - Residential and Non-Profit

Town Code Requirement is:  Proposed Conditions: Resulting in the Following Variance:
Right Lot Line: 0 Right Lot Line: 0 Right Lot Line: 0.0
Left Lot Line: 0 Left Lot Line: 0 Left Lot Line: 0.0
Front Setback: 0 Front Setback: 0 Front Setback: 0.0
Rear Setback: 0 Rear Setback: 0 Rear Setback: 0.0
Height: 0 Height: 0 Height: 0.0
Size: 0 Size: 0 Size: 0.0
 
Code Section: Applicant is requesting relief from Town Code Section 185-113 B. (3) for the construction of shed forward of
the rear wall of the main structure. This property is zoned Residential Neighborhood (RN).

Staff Notes: The Town has met with Mr. Haggerty on site to propose alternate locations that would meet the Town Zoning
Code. The applicant is requesting to place the shed forward of the rear wall of the main structure in the side yard. The
property is 2.00 acres. 
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Zoning Board of Appeals 
Referral Form Information

ZB24-000030

Property Address:
3785 East Avenue  ROCHESTER, NY 14618
138.18-2-13

Property Owner:
Odorisi, J. Scott
3785 East Ave
Rochester, NY 14618

Present Zoning of Property: RN Residential Neighborhood
Area Variance - Residential and Non-Profit

Town Code Requirement is:  Proposed Conditions: Resulting in the Following Variance:
Right Lot Line: 0 Right Lot Line: 0 Right Lot Line: 0.0
Left Lot Line: 0 Left Lot Line: 0 Left Lot Line: 0.0
Front Setback: 0 Front Setback: 0 Front Setback: 0.0
Rear Setback: 20 Rear Setback: 15 Rear Setback: 5.0
Height: 0 Height: 0 Height: 0.0
Size: 0 Size: 0 Size: 0.0
 
Code Section: Applicant is requesting relief from Town Code Section 185-17 I. for the construction of an addition within
the rear buffer. This property is zoned Residential Neighborhood (RN).

Staff Notes: The applicant is requesting to construct an addition in line with the existing home. The existing home does not
meet the current requirements for a 20-foot setback from the north property line. All other setback requirements are being
met. The addition to the west meets all current zoning requirements and is not part of this application. 
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Zoning Board of Appeals 
Referral Form Information

ZB24-000031

Property Address:
35 Old Forge Lane  PITTSFORD, NY 14534
193.13-1-25

Property Owner:
Weigand, David C
35 Old Forge Ln
Pittsford, NY 14534

Present Zoning of Property: RN Residential Neighborhood
Area Variance - Residential and Non-Profit

Town Code Requirement is:  Proposed Conditions: Resulting in the Following Variance:
Right Lot Line: 0 Right Lot Line: 0 Right Lot Line: 0.0
Left Lot Line: 0 Left Lot Line: 0 Left Lot Line: 0.0
Front Setback: 0 Front Setback: 0 Front Setback: 0.0
Rear Setback: 20 Rear Setback: 15 Rear Setback: 5.0
Height: 0 Height: 0 Height: 0.0
Size: 180 Size: 290 Size: 110.0
 
Code Sections: Applicant is requesting relief from Town Code Sections 185-113 B. (1) and 185-17 I. for the construction of
an oversized shed within the rear buffer. This property is zoned Residential Neighborhood (RN).

Staff Notes: This is partially constructed, as the homeowner did not file for a permit. A Stop Work Order has been placed
on this project. The structure is oversized and is within the rear buffer. The height has been checked and meets current
zoning regulations. The Town does not have a permit on file for the destroyed shed that the owner mentions as being
replaced.
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NEW YORK STATE 
STANDARDS FOR THE 

GRANTING OF AREA VARIANCES 
TOWN LAW SECTION § 267-b-3(b). 

TESTS FOR GRANTING AREA VARIANCES
In making its determination, the zoning board of appeals shall take into consideration the benefit to the 
applicant if the variance is granted, as weighed against the detriment to the health, safety and welfare 
of the neighborhood or community by such grant.  In making such determination, the board shall also 
consider the following: 

(Please answer the following questions to the best of your knowledge) 

1. Please explain why you feel the requested variance will not produce an undesirable change in the character of the
neighborhood and why a detriment to nearby properties will not be created by the granting of this area variance:

2. Please explain the reasons why the benefit sought by the owner/applicant cannot be achieved by some method
other than an area variance:

Rev. 10/19/17 7

The main purpose of constructing a new shed is to replace the existing shed that was damaged 
beyond repair by a fallen tree. The property already has a shed much like 90% of the homes in the 
Pittsford township that already exist.

The increased length of the new shed is to store a boat and various other lawn maintenance 
equipment and gardening tools when not in use so they are out of the neighbors view from the front 
of the house. Without this size of shed, I will be forced to leave everything currently in the driveway 
as they have done for years and not desirable to anyone in the neighborhood.



TESTS FOR GRANTING AREA VARIANCES (Continued)

3. Please explain whether the requested area variance is minimal or substantial:

4. Please explain why you feel the requested area variance will not have an adverse effect or impact on the physical
or environmental condition in the neighborhood or zoning district:

 NOTE: Consideration of the following question shall be relevant to the decision of the Zoning Board
of Appeals, but shall not necessarily preclude the granting of an area variance;

5. Is the alleged difficulty self-created?

Rev. 10/19/17 8

It is my belief this variance is minimal based on the fact that again I am only replacing 
an existing shed with a new one that accommodates my existing needs. This shed is 
110 square feet over the 180 square foot maximum allowed.

The new shed comes from a long-standing national manufacturer that designs your structure based 
on local and state requirements and in this case exceeds local and state minimal wind and snow 
loading requirements. The structure is manufactured on site and shipped with only minimal hand 
tools and folding ladders to assemble. The structure is pre-finished to match the existing home's  
exterior siding, roof and trim colors and uses standard pre-manufactured windows and doors sold 
pre-finished locally. Basically the only environmental impact is to regrade where the existing shed 
and abandoned garden falling within the same footprint and place new plantings around the 
structure.

That requires a two part answer,

1, The property directly behind the house lot is 100'+- privately owned vacant land in the Town of Mendon. While no one 
maintains this property, the homeowners are forced to pay $1,000's every year to have trees removed and/or fix damaged 
portions of the property and structures when a tree falls into their yard from the land. In my case, I have spent over 
$20,000 removing trees, fixing fences, repairing the existing shed 3 times since I moved into the house in 1999. So I 
believe I did not create the initial difficulty of the project. I only responded to a challenge not self-inflicted.

2, The only self inflicted portion of the project is increasing the size of the shed to accommodate my current needs and to 
get stored things in my driveway out of view in the front yard. To be a good neighbor!
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Zoning Board of Appeals 
Referral Form Information

ZB24-000032

Property Address:
94 Wilmarth Road  PITTSFORD, NY 14534
191.02-1-3.1

Property Owner:
Ecklund, Curtis A
94 N Wilmarth Rd
Pittsford, NY 14534

Present Zoning of Property: RN Residential Neighborhood
Area Variance - Residential and Non-Profit

Town Code Requirement is:  Proposed Conditions: Resulting in the Following Variance:
Right Lot Line: 150 Right Lot Line: 72 Right Lot Line: 78.0
Left Lot Line: 0 Left Lot Line: 0 Left Lot Line: 0.0
Front Setback: 150 Front Setback: 86 Front Setback: 64.0
Rear Setback: 0 Rear Setback: 0 Rear Setback: 0.0
Height: 12 Height: 17 Height: 5.0
Size: 180 Size: 1540 Size: 1360.0
 
Code Sections: Applicant is requesting relief from Town Code Sections 185-113 B. (1) and (3) and 185-116 C. (4) for the
addition to an oversized and over height accessory structure not meeting the minimum setbacks for the stabling of horses.
This property is zoned Residential Neighborhood (RN).

Staff Notes: The existing portions of the oversized barn received a permit, but the Zoning Officer at the time failed to
require an area variance from the applicant. The Town is now attempting to resolve the current zoning issues during the
process for this addition. The total structure is proposed at about 1540 SF with 966 SF already existing. The attached 150
SF shed is proposed to be removed, making the total size of the proposed addition 720 SF. The height of the proposed
addition meets current zoning regulations, but the existing portion of the barn is over height at 17 FT. Because this
structure is used for the keeping of horses, the setbacks are 150 FT from all property lines, in which the existing barn does
not currently meet zoning regulations, and the addition will reduce the side setback further.
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TOWN OF PITTSFORD 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

AUGUST 19, 2024 
 
Minutes of the Town of Pittsford Zoning Board of Appeals meeting held on June 17, 2024 at 6:30PM 
local time. The meeting took place in the Lower-Level Meeting Room of Pittsford Town Hall, 11 S. Main 
Street. 
 
PRESENT: George Dounce, Barbara Servé, Phil Castleberry, Tom Kidera 
 
ABSENT: Jennifer Iacobucci, Mary Ellen Spennacchio-Wagner, Jim Pergolizzi 
 
ALSO PRESENT: April Zurowski, Planning Assistant; Naveen Havannavar, Town Board Liaison 
 
ATTENDANCE: There were 5 members of the public present.     
 
Chairman George Dounce called the meeting to order at 6:32PM. 
 
NEW PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

2185 W Jefferson Road, Tax ID 163.02-1-52 – Applicant is requesting relief from Town Code Section 185-17 
B. (1) for the construction of an addition extending past the building line. This property is zoned Residential 
Neighborhood (RN). 

Chairman Dounce opened the public hearing. 

Scott Newman, of Ameribuilt Construction, introduced the application. Chairman Dounce asked Ms. Zurowski 
to address the noted fence concern. Ms. Zurowski stated that the existing fence does not meet the current 
Town Zoning Code, but Mr. Newman has stated his intent to relocate the fence after the addition is built to 
meet the Code. Mr. Newman confirmed that the fence will be relocated. Chairman Dounce stated that the 
relocation of the fence is proposed as a condition of approval.  
 
Chairman Dounce asked when the addition is planned for construction. Mr. Newman stated that construction is 
planned to begin immediately following Design Review and Historic Preservation Board approval. 
 
Board Member Castleberry motioned to close the public hearing, seconded by Board Member Kidera; all ayes, 
none opposed. 

17 E Park Road, Tax ID 151.17-2-50 – Applicant is requesting relief from Town Code Section 185-17 B. (1) for 
the construction of a covered porch and second-story bedroom addition extending past the building line. This 
property is zoned Residential Neighborhood (RN).  

Chairman Dounce opened the public hearing. 

Chris Hennessey, of CKH Architecture, introduced the application. She stated that the intent for the addition is 
to provide a larger foyer and covered entryway on the first floor and an expanded closet on the second floor.  
Chairman Dounce asked if the applicant spoke with the neighbor across the street. Ms. Hennessey confirmed.  
 
Chairman Dounce asked when the addition is planned for construction. Ms. Hennessey stated that 
construction is planned to begin immediately following Design Review and Historic Preservation Board 
approval. 
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Chairman Dounce motioned to close the public hearing, seconded by Vice Chairperson Servé; all ayes, none 
opposed.  

165 French Road, Tax ID 151.13-1-8 – Applicant is requesting relief from Town Code Sections 185-113 B. (1) 
and (3) for the construction of an oversized pergola forward of the rear wall of the main structure. This property 
is zoned Residential Neighborhood (RN). 

Chairman Dounce opened the public hearing. 

Meghan Crough, of 165 French Road, introduced the application. Vice Chairperson Servé asked if the pergola 
could be relocated to the side of the house covering the existing deck. Chairman Dounce asked the applicant 
to share her reasoning for the pergola’s proposed placement. Ms. Crough stated that the property has a 
steeply sloped backyard, so the front yard is the only usable space. She stated that the pergola could be over 
the deck, but she has future plans to enclose the deck into a three-season room. 
 
Vice Chairperson Servé asked when the pergola is planned for construction. Ms. Crough stated that 
construction is planned to begin immediately following Design Review and Historic Preservation Board 
approval. 
 
Chairman Dounce asked if Ms. Crough spoke with her neighbors about the proposal. Ms. Crough did not 
speak with the apartment renters but did speak with her other neighbor who was supportive.  
 
Board Member Kidera motioned to close the public hearing, seconded by Board Member Castleberry; all ayes, 
none opposed.  

55 Mitchell Road, Tax ID 164.11-2-12.11 – Applicant is requesting relief from Town Code Section 185-121 A. 
for the installation of a 4-foot-tall fence in front of the front setback with decorative fence posts extending taller 
than 6 inches. This property is zoned Residential Neighborhood (RN) and Local Waterfront Overlay District 
(LWOD). 

Chairman Dounce opened the public hearing. 

Zachary Steele, of Steele Landscape Architecture, introduced the application. He stated that the Design 
Review and Historic Preservation Board has requested the applicant to apply for a variance for the fence in 
order to keep the historic nature of the property.  
 
Chairman Dounce motioned to close the public hearing, seconded by Vice Chairperson Servé; all ayes, none 
opposed.  
 
OTHER DISCUSSION: 
 
Chairman Dounce motioned to approve the minutes of July 15, 2024.  Following a unanimous voice vote, the 
minutes were approved, none opposed. 
 
Chairman Dounce opened the discussion surrounding revisions to the Town Zoning Code section involving 
keeping of chickens. He stated that the Town Board has requested comments from the Zoning Board of 
Appeals on this matter.  
 
Chairman Dounce stated that he was a member of the Comprehensive Plan committee that put together and 
reviewed the current Comprehensive Plan. The Comprehensive Plan does not mention intent to revise the 
code for keeping chickens. It was not discussed by residents or the committee at the time. He asked Ms. 
Zurowski to address why code changes are now proposed. Ms. Zurowski stated that during the Zoning Code 
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update process, a few residents have expressed interest to revise the code, both for and against the keeping 
of chickens. Chairman Dounce stated that though the Zoning Board of Appeals has not reviewed many area 
variances for chicken coops, the applications that were received caused neighbor concerns. 
 
Vice Chairperson Servé shared concern over the proposed lot size and setbacks. She asked the Town Board 
to consider larger lots and larger setbacks.  
 
Chairman Dounce stated that he is not in favor of changing the code from 150-foot setbacks from all property 
lines. Vice Chairperson Servé agreed. 
 
Town Board Liaison Havannavar stated that the Town does not currently have clear regulations for chickens. 
Ms. Zurowski stated that the current code provides clear setbacks and maximum coop size but lacks a 
maximum number of chickens or open-air regulations required by NYS Agriculture and Markets Law.  
 
Board Member Kidera suggested fewer than 12 chickens permitted on lots smaller than one acre. Ms. 
Zurowski stated that according to NYS Agriculture and Markets Law, chickens must be sold in multiples of six. 
 
Town Board Liaison Havannavar agreed that 25-foot setbacks may be too close to neighbors. 
 
Chairman Dounce stated that farm animals should not be permitted in residential neighborhoods and that 
allowing such would impact the character of the Town.  
 
Vice Chairperson Servé shared concern for enforcement of the code. She asked if the Town would have 
enough Code Enforcement staff to accommodate more permitted chickens. 
 
Town Board Liaison Havannavar stated that more Code Enforcement staff could be proposed in the budget to 
accommodate the new code. The Board was not in favor of increasing the Town budget to accommodate 
anticipated enforcement complaints surrounding chickens. 
 
Town Board Liaison Havannavar stated that the Town Board is attempting to provide equity to residents who 
cannot currently have chickens. Chairman Dounce stated that this does not provide equity, as all residents 
would not be allowed to keep chickens. 
 
Board Member Castleberry shared concern for the anticipated burden on Town staff for permitting and 
enforcement. He agreed with Chairman Dounce that this change would impact residential neighborhoods in a 
negative way. He lives on a one-acre lot and feels that chickens would not be appropriate. 
 
Town Board Liaison Havannavar shared his idea for neighbor approval forms and stated that there would be 
limited residents with chickens, as neighbors may oppose the proposal. Chairman Dounce stated that 
anticipated neighborhood opposition should guide the Town Board to a decision on the proposed code. 
 
Ms. Zurowski stated that she will assist with sharing the Board’s comments with the Town Board. 
 
Town Board Liaison Havannavar asked if the Town Board could adopt a code to allow Town staff to approve 
certain variances. Ms. Zurowski stated that approving all “minimal” variances would defeat the purpose of the 
code. For example, if all 200 square-foot sheds were approved, where 180 square feet is the maximum, the 
Town should just change the code to allow for a 200 square-foot shed. 
 
Town Board Liaison Havannavar asked if the Board had any need for an increased budget next year for 
additional Zoning Board of Appeals processes. No budget increases were needed.  
 
Chairman George Dounce closed the meeting at 7:32PM. 
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Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
      
April Zurowski 
Planning Assistant 

 
OFFICIAL MINUTES ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE OF THE PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
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